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  Minutes of Queen Camel Parish Council meeting on Monday 21 July 2025 at 7:30pm, 
Marples Room, Queen Camel Memorial Hall 

 
Present - Councillors John Brendon, Bryan Norman, Roy Lawrence, Harriet Chappell, Daniel Hewlett and Phillip 
Hall. 
 
Somerset Unitary Councilor Henry Hobhouse  present and 5 members of the public were in attendance. 
 
 
 
 
 
07/01/25 Public Session 
  Two members of the public, who live near to the Playing Field, provided further details  
  of the anti-social behaviour that they have already reported to the chair and clerk and is listed 
  on the agenda at 07/13/2025.  They reported that groups of 5-6 cars turn up at the carpark,  
  some at speed, beeping their horns and causing ruts in the carpark surface.  They arrive and  
  stay until 1030 when they leave to return at 0200.  Sometimes they throw stones which land in  
  neighbouring gardens.  There are several neighbours who report being intimidated by the  
  presence of these cars and their activities.  They believe there is cannabis being used by the car 
  users.  These activities have been reported to the local PCSO and the reference number will be 
  forwarded to the clerk by the neighbours.  The police have agreed to some additional patrols 
  and will check registration numbers of the cars. 
 
  A request for a gate to be put onto the entrance of the Playing Field which can be locked at 
  night after normal usuage has finished.  Chair advised that this was discussed previously but it 
  would be challenging to maintain as it relies on people volunteering to close the gate.  Also 
  there needs pedestrian access to the footpath through the carpark which also enables  
  wheelchairs and prams to be able to get in.  Neighbours living near the Playing Field have 
  offered to be responsible for closing a gate if one is put up and a combination lock installed.  
  Councillor Dan Hewlett offered to source a gate if parish council decide to agree to this when   
  discussed later in the agenda. 
 
07/02/25 Apologies and updates on any vacancies 
  Councillor Phil Jones and Angus Davidson.  These were accepted. 
 
07/03/25 Declaration of interests in the agenda 
  Councillor John Brendon declared an interest in agenda item 07/16/25 in relation to the grant 
  request for St Barnabas Church. 
   
07/04/25 Minutes from the Annual Parish Council Meeting and Parish Council Meeting held on  
  12.05.2025. 
  These were agreed to be a true and accurate record and were signed by the chair. 
   
  Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting on 16 June 2025. 
  These need to include the comments in relation to planning application  
  25/01141/REM that were submitted.   
 
07/05/25 Actions from last meetings 

 Confirmation  that John Carnegie is no longer a councillor and the advertisement for 
the vacancy has been advised to Somerset Council and notices placed.  Unless ten 
members of the parish write to Somerset Council by 06 August then the parish council 
can proceed to co-opt a councillor. 
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07/06/25       To RECEIVE Somerset Councillor Report – Henry Hobhouse 

 New divisions have been proposed for election boundaries in Somerset and there is a 
consultation that has been circulated by the clerk.  The consultation close on 11 August 
and the decision will be finalised in December 2025.  The changes are based on 2021 
census figures which are now out of date.  Queen Camel will come into Blackmore Vale 
division but councilors believe it would be better to be identified as Sparkford division. 
ACTION: Clerk to re-circulate consultation on boundaries. 

 Somerset Council budget – last year they made £35 million of savings.  The budget for 
2025-26 is £600 million but this will still be challenging as £400 million needs to be 
spent on children and adult’s social care.  Currently have £63 million in reserves.  Also 
the Special Educational Needs costs had to be date been deemed an unfunded loan 
from the government but going forward they may need to be allocated from the main 
budget. 

 Castle Cary Parish Council and Ansford Parish Council – there is a proposal to join them 
together. 

   
07/07/25 To RECEIVE the Clerk’s Report of actions taken and updates for information 

 Clerk’s Report has been circulated to councilors and most items are covered on the 
agenda. 

 Contact from the Balsam Centre (Wincanton) who provide Youth Club facilities in 
Queen Camel – clerk has just received contact asking to meet to discuss the above 
facility in more detail.  Clerk to meet and feedback at the next meeting. 
 

07/08/25 To CONSIDER  the following planning applications received and RESOLVE to submit comments 
  where appropriate.  

 24/01141/REM Approval of Reserved Matters at Land OS 1053 West Camel Road, 
Queen Camel, Yeovil  BA22 7ND by Ashford Homes (SW) Ltd – Reserved Matters 
application for the approval of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale, including the 
discharge of conditions 5, 9, 12, 13, 19, 23, 24 and 25, pursuant to outline planning 
permission 19/01830/OUT for the erection of 43 No. dwellings and associated works.   
Councillors discussed the use of local building materials and the preference of more 
stone.  In terms of drainage councilors still feel that there is not enough detail and data 
in relation to what they are going to put in place to mitigate the risks of flooding.  
Councillor John Brendon has a call with the Director of Ashford Homes the next day 
and will discuss these concerns further before submitting a response to Somerset 
Council.  Letter has also been received from landscaping consultant to advise they have 
discharge all their concerns.  Agreed to thank the consultant but advise that parish 
council are still objecting.  Councillors in agreement to object to this application. 

 25/01598/TCA The Rectory, Englands Lane, Queen Camel, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 
7NN – Notification of Intent to Carry Out Tree Surgery works to No. 5 Trees within a 
Conservation Area.  Apple (1) – Reduce by 3.5 in height and 2m in width.  Thin out 
branches by 20%, Apple (2) – Reduce by 2m in height, Thin out branches by 20%, 
Cherry (4) – Shorten side stem over garden to East by 4m, Magnolia (5) – Raise canopy 
to 2m above ground level, Hazel and Dogwood (6) – Cut back on North side to give 2m 
clearance to building line.  This is notification only. 

 25/01544/TCA The Barton, Englands Lane, Queen Camel, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7NN 
– Notification of intent to Fell No. 1 Tree within a Conservation Area.  No. 1 Apple Tree 
– Removal of the tree as it restricts parking, deliveries and is obstructive to neighbours.  
This is a notification only. 

 25/01476/TCA Mill House, Grace Martins Lane, Queen Camel, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 
7NT – Notification of intent to carry out Tree Surgery Works to No. 1 Tree within a 
Conservation Area.  T1 Lime – Replicate historical re-pollarding.  This is a notification 
only. 
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 Friends of Mudford Action Group – information has been circulated on their website 
following their last meeting.  They are asking for financial support in requesting a 
judicial review.  Councillors in agreement that they want to support but before 
considering a financial contribution they would like to see more details of the case and 
the outcome of the legal advice to understand if there is a case to be answered. 
ACTION: Clerk to respond to FMAG. 
 

 
07/09/25 To RECEIVE approved planning applications 

 None notified. 

 Boarded up windows on old surgery – this has been followed up with the enforcement 
officer at Somerset Council.   The Enforcement Officer has written to the owner to 
advise them to take them down.  This enforcement needs to be monitored. 

   
07/10/25 To RECEIVE an update on the Playing Field and Carpark and approve any variations 
  a) Carpark surface and gate – there is some top surface damage but councilors agreed that  
       they need to continue to monitor and wait to see how it responds with rain on the surface. 
       Councillors were in agreement to put a gate in place as the neighbours around the Playing  
       Field agreed to put a rota in place to close the gate and put on the combination lock.   
       Councillor Dan Hewlett advised he would source one and the cost would be approximately  
       £140 plus the cost of someone fitting it.  Also need to factor in the costs of fixings for the 
       Gate and the adjustments that will need to be made around that and the access for  
       Pedestrians.  Councillors agreed for the fitting of the gate to go ahead with costs up to £500. 
       Proposed: Councillor Dan Hewlett 
       Seconded: Councillor Harriet Chappell 
      All councilors present in agreement 
   
07/11/25 Highways and Traffic 
  a) Update on the Sutton Farm Working Group – a letter has been written to Duncan Sharkey 
       (Chief Executive of Somerset Council)and also to the chairs of local parish councils asking if 
       they would like to raise a formal  complaint.  The lorries are still moving through the village.  
       Sarah Dyke (local MP) has spoken to the Police and Crime Commissioner who advises that 
       the conversation needs to be between the parish council and Somerset Council.  Councillor 
       Hobhouse is trying to get a police presence in the village to look at speeding and traffic 
       issues.  Councillor Harriet Chappell advised that the data from Community Speedwatch does 
       not show that there is a  speeding issue in the village.  The speeding that occurs is not when 
       most people are using  the road and often late at night.  If a request were to be made to 
       reduce the speed limit to 20mph then other speed calming methods would need to be tried 
       first.   93% of traffic is cars and only 5% is larger than a car. 
  b) Update on which drains, gutters and other highways issues remain a problem – Somerset 
       Council will only clear the High Street.  The parish council could contract Kier to clear the 
       other drains but councilors feel this will.  Agreed to ask for volunteers in the village to  
       help and potentially start a working group.  An acknowledgment that some maybe beyond 
       volunteers as many of the drains have not been attended for years. Also needs to cover 
       weeds growing on kerbs and pavements.   Need to review the less onerous Section 8 that 
       the  LCN have put together to support this.      
  c) Updates on HGV traffic through the village and submission to Police and Crime 
       Commissioner – Reference 5PZKU 
  d) Update of the dog waste bin in Mildmay Drive – this has now been replaced. 
 
07/12/25 Flood Working Group update 

 Chair of the group has circulated a report to councilors prior to the meeting. 

 Report has noted ongoing concerns around the outstanding work of the clearance of 
the culvert adjacent to the road bridge and The Old School.  Councillors agreed to ask 
Rosemary Heath-Coleman to liaise with Tracey Harris who is the new Highways Officer.  
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 Somerset Councillor Henry Hobhouse has written a paper on how to set Peglar alarms. 
 

 
07/13/25 Playing Fields Working Group updates 
  a) Reports of anti-social behaviour – see Minutes 07/01/25 and 07/10/25 above.  There have 
      also been reports of dropping litter and rubbish.  Recommendation that another two wheelie 
      bins are purchased to try and reduce this problem.  Two can be ordered up to £100. 
      Proposed: Councillor Harriet Chappell 
     Seconded: Councillor Roy Lawrence 
     Approved by all councilors present 
  b) Annual Play inspection report by Somerset Council– invoice will be presented in the next  
                                 week in the sum of £95.  Report has been sent Councillor John Brendon, Councillor Phil 
      Jones and Kathy Grainger (Playing Field Working Group).  Good report with a few minor  
      comments which can be addressed quickly e.g. flapping flag sign near equipment, a control 
      box that will need to be adjusted/moved.   
      ACTION: Kathy will attend to these minor notes 
  c) Tractor replacement/repairs update – an invoice for £570 has recently been paid for repairs  
       to the tractor.  One option is to continue to keep repairing the tractor and gang mowers but 
       this is an expensive option.  Group are recommending a Ransomes Parkway 3 mower  
       that will replace the tractor and gang mowers.  This piece of equipment will  
       fit into the tractor shed so can be stored safely.  The cost is £8000 plus VAT and will need to 
       be serviced once a year at a cost of approximately £350.  There is a potential return of  
         for selling the tractor  of £750 and gangmowers (unknown return at this time).  Councillors 
       agreed to purchase and there are three quotes is more than one quote that has been  
       considered by the working group.   
       Proposed: Councillor Dan Hewlett 
       Seconded: Councillor Harriet Chappell 
                    All councilors present in agreement 
      ACTION: Playing Field Working Group to provide details to clerk so the order can be placed. 
  d) Goal posts for footballers – the current posts will need to be replaced but it was agreed to  
       wait until the new season starts and the need can be confirmed. 
  e) Review of finances and process for purchasing – parish council allocate a budget and the  
      Working Group carryout the research for purchases and then bring a recommendation to the 
      parish council unless it is an emergency process.  Emergency process is to advise Clerk and 
      Chair who can authorise outside of meeting to amounts set out in Financial Regulations. 
  f) Pavilion Building cracks – need to have an engineer to have a look at the cracks to determine 
        what need to be done to rectify the problem.    Councillor John Brendon will enquire who  
      would be a good contact to approach. 
  g) Cricket Club – request has been made to purchase loam and seed for them so that they can 
       have at net cost without paying VAT.  Clerk advised that this process is not permitted.   

 
07/14//25 Neighbourhood Plan Working Group 
 a) The draft annual report has been circulated to councilors prior to the meeting with the  
      electoral roll numbers needing to be added in.  Councillors approved the report. 
 b) Funding for Neighbourhood Plans and revisions to them – this funding is no longer being 
      provided and therefore parish councils will need to cover all the costs themselves. 
 c)  Steps to update Neighbourhood Plan – Councillor John Brendon has spoken to Jo Wilkins 
      at Somerset Council and recommendation is that this is a light touch review.  Ideally another 
      site should be identified but currently it is unknown where that might be as Somerset    
      Council have not disclosed where potential sites might be.  Also awaiting to see if the land   
     near the doctors will be a site that has been identified.  It is hoped that this information will  
     be released by Christmas. 

 
07/15/25 Update from the last Local Community Network (LCN) meeting 
 a) LCN AGM was held at Queen Camel on 16.07.2025 and Councillors John Brendon and  
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     Bryan Norman attended. 
 
07/16/25 Grant Applications 
 a) St Barnabas Church – grant request and supporting documentation has been circulated 
      to councilors.  Councillor John Brendon did not take part in this discussion.  Councillors 
     agreed to donate £700. 
     Proposed: Councillor Dan Hewlett 
     Seconded: Councillor Roy Lawrence 
     All councillors present (apart from Councillor John Brendon who was abstaining) were  
    in agreement. 
 b) Countess Gytha School – a grant request has been received in the sum of £1500 to put in  
      place a poly tunnel.  Councillors required more detail on the project and also a little  
      concerned as there are some other areas that also look like they need some maintenance.   
     Clerk to return email asking for a few more details. 
 c) Footpath stiles – a request has come in from a landowner living in Wales who have a 
     footpath running through their land onto West Camel that has four stiles that they would 
     like to replace.  They are asking if the parish council have any objection to replacing these  
     stiles and also if there is any funding available.  Councillors believe that only one stile is in use  
     at the moment and that the land owners need to ensure that the fields are fenced for  
     people to be able to use the footpaths.  Recommendation that the owners initially contact 
     Eve Wynn who is the Somerset Council warden for this parish.  
     Clerk to advise resident of the contact. 
     ACTION: Clerk 
 
07/17/25 Finance and Banking 

 Payments for approval since the last parish council meeting 
Andrea Maistrello Arboriculture £800  – tree maintenance at the Playing Field  
Insurance - £1019.22 

 Upcoming payments 
Kaye Elston £9.99 - charging plug for laptop 
Moderamen Auditing £84.50 – service support with Scribe 
Somerset Playing Field Association £15 – membership subscription 
Queen Camel PCC £700 – grant 
Phil Jones £35.36 – refreshments for Annual Parish Meeting 
Supply Stores £147.42 – refreshments for Annual Parish Meeting 
Richard Ayles £208.08 – crop care for the Playing Field 
Window Films Direx Limited £19.99 – Playing Field Pavilion 

 Annual Insurance – this has been renewed and returned to original 
insurer for one year due to delay in being able to make the payment whilst awaiting 
bank authorisation. 

 Income received 
£4500 – final release of play equipment grant.  HAGS will request their outstanding 
balance in September 2025. 
£100 from Tennis Club for their contribution to the water rates 
£25200 precept from Somerset Council 
£9419.46 VAT refund 
£379.33 bank interest 

 Bank balances 
Current account = £14208.14 
Reserves (savings) = £69208.81 
All invoices are in SCRIBE and balances from last year closed off but bank reconciliation 
still to be finalised. 

 Bank signatories – awaiting two more councilors to set themselves up so that 
Councillor Phil Jones can be refunded for two outstanding invoices since May 2025. 

 Invoices for Ilchester Football Club – these need to be resent. 
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 External Audit (AGAR) was submitted within deadline of 30.06.2025. 
 
07/18/25 Policy Review 

 Volunteer Policy – need to identify council volunteer lead.  Agreed this would be 
Councillor Phil Jones as working closely with the Playing Field Working Group.  Policy to 
be amended and replaced on website. 
ACTION: Clerk 

 Playing Field Risk Assessment – this has been amended by Councillor Phil Jones and 
councilors in agreement to accept. 

 Playing Field Terms of Reference – this was agreed as amended. 

 Hire Agreement – this was agreed. 
 
07/19/25 Date of next meeting 
 Monday 15 September 2025 at 07.30pm in the Marples Room at the Memorial Hall. 
 
 
 
Meeting closed at 09.55pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


